
LET’S DISCOVER 
THE AMAZING SISTINE CHAPEL



INFOPOINT

Meeting point: Vatican Museums
Transport: walking tour
Tour duration: three hours
Times: 10am – Ipm
Days available: Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat
 Included: three hour private tour
Not included: entrance tickets, earphones
Admission fee: 150€ for six people



WE ARE HERE



THE SISTINE CHAPEL

The Sistine Chapel  is  a 
chapel in the Apostolic 
Palace,  the  official 
residence of the Pope, 
in Vatican City.

   Originally  known  as 
the Cappella Magna, 
the  chapel  takes  its 
name  from Pope 
Sixtus  IV,  who  had  it 
rebuilt    between 1473 
and 1481.



THE STORIES OF MOSES

 The Stories of Moses, which originally included 
eight panels, each presented by a title in the 
upper frieze, began from the altar wall with the 
Birth and Finding of Moses by Perugino, a 
fresco that was lost when Michelangelo painted 
the Last Judgement. Thus today the Old 
Testament cycle starts from the Journey of 
Moses in Egypt, in which we can see his 
farewell to his father-in-law Jethro and his 
Return to Egypt with his family. 



THE SECOND PANEL 

The second panel 
describes some events 
in the life of Moses: 
the killing of the 
Egyptian, the struggle 
with the shepherds to 
defend the daughters 
of Jethro and the sight 
of the burning bush.



THE THIRD FRESCO

 The third fresco illustrates 
the Crossing of the Red 
Sea, which is followed by 
the handing over of the 
Tablets of the Law.  This 
simultaneously narrates 
Moses' Climbing of Mount 
Sinai to receive the Tablets 
of the Law, the Worship of 
the golden calf, the 
Punishment of the 
idolatrous Jews and the 
return of the Prophet with 
the new Tablets of the Law. 



THE NEXT PANEL

The next panel 
illustrates a rather rare 
episode, that is to say 
the Punishment of 
Korah, Dathan e 
Abiram, Jewish priests 
who denied Moses and 
Aaron civil and religious 
authority over the 
chosen people. They 
were for this swallowed 
up by the earth and 
consumed by an 
invisible fire together 
with their families.



THE LAST FRESCO

The last fresco 
shows the Legacy 
and death of Moses 
when he is already 
within sight of the 
Promised Land. The 
cycle ends on the 
entrance wall with 
the Dispute over the 
body of Moses.



THE STORIES OF CHRIST
The stories of Christ were 

originally distributed over 
eight panels, each one 
presented by a title in the 
upper frieze. They began with 
the Nativity painted by 
Perugino on the altar wall, 
subsequently destroyed to 
make room for Michelangelo's 
Last Judgement. Thus, today, 
the events of the life of Christ 
start from his Baptism, which 
is followed by the Temptations 
of Christ and the Cleansing of 
the Leper.



THE THIRD FRESCO
The third fresco 

shows, in the 
foreground, the 
Calling of the 
Apostles Peter 
and Andrew, while 
the call of James 
and John is shown 
in the background.



THE NEXT FRESCO

The next fresco illustrates 
the sermon on the mount 
and the curing of the leper, 
while the fifth shows the 
handing over of the keys, 
that is to say the transfer 
of power from christ to 
peter, his vicar, as well as 
the two episodes of the 
payment of the tribute and 
of the attempted stoning of 
christ in the background.



THE LAST FRESCO

The series on this wall 
ends with the Last Supper 
in which, beyond the 
windows we can see three 
episodes of the Passion: 
the Agony in the garden, 
the Arrest of Jesus, the 
Crucifixion. The cycle ends 
with the Resurrection of 
Christ on the entrance wall.



 Our tour ends here. I 
hope you will enjoy it and 
join us for other tours

 For more information and 
for bookings you can call 
the phone number 
“1235678906”

ALESSIA ARGENTI,  
ANTONELLA IACHINI, 
GIANCARLO DIABY
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