
Discover the wonderful Vatican 
Museums

• Laocoonte

• Torso del Belvedere

• Apollo del Belvedere



INFOPOINT
• Meeting point: outside Vatican Museums

• Transportation: walking tour

• Time duration: 3 ½ hrs.

• Time: 9 am – 12.30 pm

• Days available: whole week

• Included: English speaking tour guide

• Not included: tickets and meals

• Admission fee: 20€ (for the complete 
tour)



LAOCOONT
E

This is Laocoonte and his sons’ statue, one of 
the most famous ancient sculptures ever seen. It 
was excavated in Rome in 1506. It is 2mt. tall and 
it is made of marble. This statue represents 
Laocoonte, who was a priest of Poseidon, and his 
sons, who are being killed by serpents sent by 
Apollo for attempting to expose the trick of the 
Trojan Horse by striking it with a spear. The two 
serpents, in attacking the three figures, produce 
the most striking semblances of fear, suffering and 
death. The youth embraced in the coils is fearful; 
the old man struck by the fangs is in great torment; 
the child, who has recieved the poison, dies.
The discovery of the sculpture made a great 
impression on Italian artists and continued to 
influence Italian art into the Baroque period. 
Michelangelo is known to have been particularly 
impressed by the massive scale of the work and its 
sensous Hellenistic aesthetic, particularly its 
deception of the male figures.



APOLLO DEL BELVEDERE

This statue, made of marble, is the Apollo del 
Belvedere, a Roman copy of Hadrianic date 
(2nd century). Leochares is a Greek sculptor who is 
thought to be the creator of the original statue Apollo 
del Belvedere. He is also known to be one of the 
artists that made the maosoleum of Halicarnassus, a 
monumental work placed among the «Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World»*. This statue was 
found in Anzio during the Renaissance. It represents 
the Greek god Apollo, the god of the sun, depicted 
as a standing archer having just shot an arrow killing 
Python, the serpent guarding Delfi, a Greek 
polis(city). When discovered, the statue was not 
complete, as you can see. It has been restored by 
Giovanni Montorsoli, a pupil of Michelangelo. 





TORSO DEL 
BELVEDERE

This statue is also made of marble and it is the Torso del 
Belvedere. Just as the name suggests, «torso» in English 
means «upper body». In fact, what you can see is only the 
upper body seated on an animal skin, thought to be of a 
lion’s or a panther’s. It is now believed to be a copy from the 
1st century BC or AD of an older statue, which probably 
dated back to the early 2nd century BC. The sculpture has 
been in the Vatican since 1523. The contorted pose of the 
torso and musculature were highly influential on 
Renaissance, Mannerist, and Baroque artists, including 
Michelangelo and Raphael. Michelangelo's admiration of the 
Torso was widely known in his lifetime. Legend says that 
Pope Julius II wanted Michelangelo to complete the statue 
fragment with arms, legs and a face. He respectfully 
declined, stating that it was too beautiful to be altered, and 
instead used it as the inspiration for several of the figures on 
the Sistine Chapel ceiling, including the Sibyls and Prophets 
along the borders, and both the risen Christ and St. 
Bartholomew in The Last Judgement.



THANKS FOR COMING!!!

For more information you can send us an email to rome.tour@gmail.com 

James Cabildo
Fabrizio Anello 
Alessio Cesarini
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